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Our Vision
To inspire individuals within a nurturing, learning
community so they can live a connected and
purposeful life. 

The
Chrysalis

Values



Cycle Age
Range

Class
Name Name Inspiration

Cycle 1 
Children’s House

3–6 Skippers Named after the skipper butterfly
family

3–6 Triangles Named after the triangle butterfly
family

Cycle 2 
Junior Primary

6–8 Papillon French for “butterfly”

6–9 Mariposa Spanish for “butterfly”

Cycle 3 
Upper Primary

9–11 Spitfires
Inspired by larvae of certain

sawflies, which undergo
metamorphosis like butterflies

11–12 Swordtails
Named after the swordtail butterfly

family, with 100+ species across
Eurasia, Africa, and Oceania

Welcome to Chrysalis Montessori School
Located in Glendalough on Wadjuk Country, Chrysalis Montessori School offers a nurturing,
child-centred education grounded in Montessori philosophy.
Surrounded by bushland and the Herdsman Lake wetlands, our unique setting supports hands-
on learning and outdoor exploration. Our nature-based playground inspires creativity,
movement, and a meaningful connection to the environment, fostering curiosity, wellbeing, and
a love of learning.

A Montessori Education
The Montessori method nurtures each child’s individuality and potential. At Chrysalis Montessori,
we continue this tradition in a supportive, inclusive community, grouping children in three-year
cycles rather than traditional year levels.

Chrysalis Montessori School
L e a r n i n g  t o g e t h e r ,  g r o w i n g  t o g e t h e r



Cycle 1 - Children’s House (Ages 3–6)
 
In the Children’s House, young children learn through hands-on exploration in a carefully prepared
environment. Guided by what Montessori described as the absorbent mind, they naturally take in
knowledge from their surroundings and develop rapidly across all areas.

A consistent daily rhythm provides a strong sense of security and supports the development of
independence, concentration, and coordination. Children are free to choose purposeful activities,
allowing them to follow their interests, build confidence, and develop a love of learning.

The Montessori materials are thoughtfully designed to engage the senses and support deep
understanding. Through Practical Life, children develop independence by caring for themselves
and their environment, building coordination, responsibility, and social skills. Sensorial materials
refine observation and classification, laying strong foundations for future learning.

Early mathematics is introduced through concrete materials, helping children understand number
concepts and operations in a meaningful way. Language is embedded throughout the
environment, supporting vocabulary, early writing, and reading through a structured, phonics-
based approach.

Throughout the week, children also enjoy a rich program including movement, music, French,
cultural studies, cooking, and creative arts.
Together, these experiences support the development of confident, capable, and independent
learners.

Cycle 2 – Junior Primary (Ages 6–9)
In Junior Primary, children enter a stage of curiosity, imagination, and reasoning. They begin to
explore big questions about the world and learn through collaboration, discussion, and inquiry.

Learning becomes more social and research-based, with opportunities to work in small groups,
think creatively, and develop independence. The Montessori approach is integrated with the
Western Australian Curriculum, supporting strong academic foundations while maintaining
meaningful, engaging learning.

Students begin their journey in the Chrysalis Camp Program, building confidence, resilience, and
connection through shared experiences in nature.

Cycle 3 – Upper Primary (Ages 9–12)
In Upper Primary, students deepen their thinking and grow as independent, reflective learners. With
increasing intellectual and social awareness, they develop a strong sense of responsibility, justice,
and their role within the community.

Learning extends beyond the classroom into real-world experiences, collaboration, and creative
exploration. The Chrysalis Camp Program continues to build leadership, perseverance, and a
growth mindset.

This journey culminates in Discovery Quest, a significant rite of passage where Year 6 students
undertake a week-long expedition celebrating their growth, independence, and readiness for the
next stage.

Across Cycles 2 and 3, students also participate in specialist lessons in Health and Physical
Education, Music, and French, alongside integrated studies across science, humanities, and the
arts.

Learning Across the Cycles



At Chrysalis Montessori School, our educators are highly qualified, passionate educators
dedicated to nurturing each child’s growth. 

All of our teaching staff are state-trained professionals with additional Montessori qualifications,
reflecting their dedication to this unique and proven approach to education.

With many years of experience in Montessori classrooms, our teachers have witnessed first hand
the lasting benefits of the method. Your child will benefit from the depth of their professional
knowledge, their personal dedication, and their genuine love of teaching.

Many of our educators continue to pursue further study, staying current and inspired in their
practice. For them, Montessori is more than a teaching method — it is a philosophy of life.

Family Partnership

Parent Participation
At Chrysalis, families play an active role in school life. Parent involvement is valued and
encouraged, with many opportunities to contribute in ways that feel meaningful and
manageable.

Parents support the school in a variety of ways - assisting with classroom activities such as
cooking, art, and woodwork, sharing cultural knowledge, visiting as guest speakers, or helping
with events and excursions.

Whether you offer your time, skills, or simply your presence, your involvement enriches the
learning experience for all children.

You will be supported as you get involved and will have opportunities to connect with other
families along the way.

Our Dedicated Educators

A Strong Sense of Belonging
At Chrysalis, we nurture each child’s growth—academically, emotionally, physically, and
spiritually—within a supportive and respectful environment. Children are encouraged to explore,
follow their curiosity, and develop independence, confidence, and a love of learning.

Families are valued partners in this journey, contributing time, ideas, and skills to enrich school
life. Through shared experiences and meaningful participation, we build strong connections and
celebrate the unique strengths and perspectives of every child and family. Together, we create a
true sense of belonging where everyone is known, supported, and inspired to thrive.



A Balanced Approach in the Primary Years

At Chrysalis Montessori School, our curriculum combines the Montessori approach, the Western
Australian Curriculum, and the Early Years Learning Framework to provide a rich, balanced, and
engaging education.

Our Curriculum

A Strong Foundation
In the Children’s House (ages 3–6), the Montessori curriculum is fully implemented. This stage
builds strong foundations in independence, curiosity, and self-confidence, with children
learning at their own pace through hands-on experiences.

In the Primary years, students engage with both the Montessori and Western Australian
Curriculum

As students move through the upper primary years, there is an increasing focus on meeting the
outcomes of the Western Australian Curriculum, while maintaining the Montessori approach -
hands-on, student-led, and deeply engaging. This ensures a smooth and confident transition
to secondary schooling.

Strong Literacy and Numeracy
Chrysalis follows whole-school sequences for literacy and numeracy, combining Montessori
materials with carefully developed resources.

Our programs are informed by the science of reading and learning and reflect current
educational best practice. These core learning areas provide consistency and strong
foundations for all students.

Our curriculum brings together key learning areas - language, mathematics, science,
geography, history, and the arts - into a connected and meaningful program. Students are
encouraged to think critically, make connections across subjects, solve problems, and explore
ideas in depth.

Integrated and Engaging Curriculum

At Chrysalis, we are committed to continually refining our teaching practices to meet the needs
of our students.

Our programs are regularly reviewed and adapted to ensure they remain relevant, engaging,
and effective. This responsive approach allows us to support each child’s growth and ensure
strong progress over time.

Responsive and Evolving Practice



Early Years Extended Day Program
We understand that many families require a full-day option for their child. Our Extended Day
Program is designed to support those who are unable to accommodate the half-day Children’s
House schedule.

Children are collected from their classroom at 12:00pm and move into a calm, nurturing
environment where they enjoy lunch, rest time, outdoor play, and a selection of engaging
Montessori activities. The program runs until 2:45pm, providing a consistent and supportive
extension to the school day.

Playgroup (Ages 18 months – Pre-Kindy)
Our Playgroup offers a gentle introduction to Montessori for young children and their caregivers.

Sessions run on Tuesday, Wednesday, and Thursday mornings from 9:30–11:30am, with small group
sizes to support connection and engagement. Children explore Montessori materials through play
and discovery, while parents gain insight into the philosophy and approach in a relaxed, welcoming
environment.  

Email: playgroup@chrysalis.wa.edu.au

Before and After School Care
We offer Before School Care from 7:30–8:20am and After School Care from 3:00–6:00pm.

Children are cared for in a calm, structured environment that reflects the values of the school. To
access this service, children must be enrolled as full-day students and registered with CMASC
(Chrysalis Montessori After School Care).

School Events  
Learning at Chrysalis extends beyond the classroom through shared experiences, celebrations, and
real-world connections.

Each year, students participate in a range of whole-school events, including:
Harmony Day
Winter Solstice Festival
Sports Carnival
Craft Fair
End-of-Year Concert and Graduation
Primary School Camp
Year 6 Discovery Quest

Excursions
Excursions are an important part of our program, providing opportunities to connect learning with
the wider world. These may include theatre performances, nature experiences, and visits to cultural
institutions.

Other Programs & School Life



POLICY The admissions policy and enrolment procedures comply with the School Education Act
1999, the Public Health Act 2016 (WA), the Disability Discrimination Act 2004 and the Disability
Standards for Education 2005.

Chrysalis Montessori School provides education for children between the ages of three and twelve
years and is based on the principles and practices of Dr. Maria Montessori.

In keeping with these principles, children can be admitted soon after their third birthday. They will
need to be fully independent with toileting to commence at CMS. In most cases, children are
enrolled in the 3-6 year age range. The school admits students of any nationality, ethnic origin and
religion.

Each child enrolled is expected to attend CMS till graduation. Withdrawing a child before the
completion of the Program may disrupt the child’s educational development and upset the
balance in the class, creating a gap which is often impossible for the school to fill. 

CMS aims to balance classes by age, gender and Montessori experience, as such places are
offered based on the following criteria (in order of priority):

1.Availability of a place for a particular age and gender
2.Demonstrated commitment to Montessori education, CMS values and intent to stay at CMS till
graduation
3.Sibling of an existing primary school student 
4.Sibling of an existing Children’s House student
5.Previous attendance at the Chrysalis Montessori Playgroup
6.Previous attendance at a Montessori Playgroup or School 
7.Willingness to be involved in the school community.

On enrolment of the student and their entitlement to attend school, the parents shall become
members of Chrysalis Montessori School Incorporated and be entitled to all rights and
responsibilities of members.

Enrolment of the student is dependent on compliance with the student code of conduct, parent
code of conduct and maintaining good financial standing with the school.

Enrolment Procedure - Prospective parents are encouraged to attend one of the school’s Open
Days held three times a year, in Terms 1, 2 and 3. The purpose of the Open Day is to allow
prospective parents an opportunity to observe and understand the education offered at the
school. An information pack containing application forms will be available at the Open Day. 

The application form can be downloaded from the Chrysalis Montessori School website or by
contacting the front office. The forms must be submitted with a $110 non-refundable application
fee before the child is placed on the school’s waiting list, along with the required supporting forms
stated below.

Enrolment Process - Admissions Policy

At Chrysalis Montessori School , all enrolments will be conducted fairly and with respect for
the rights and dignity of individuals. CMS is committed to a transparent and fair admissions
process that is consistent with our mission, vision and values to ensure a ‘best fit’ for the
students, their families and the school. 



1.Birth Certificate or Birth Extract
2.AIR Immunisation history statement 
3.Citizenship/Visa Details
4.NAPLAN Results, Previous educational plan (if applicable)
5.Specialist educational and medical reports (if applicable)
6.Copies of residency orders, parent responsibility orders, contact order, parenting plans or Court

Orders. (if applicable)
7.Medical Assessments (if applicable)

Please note that a completed application form does not guarantee a place at the school.

An observation parent-only morning in the classroom for 40 minutes can be arranged on submission
of the application form. The classroom in which the observation is held is not necessarily the
classroom in which a place will be offered.

For three-year-old places, an interview morning is conducted with the applicant families when the
child turns two and a half. At the interview morning parents are expected to bring their child along.
The process is initially with the Bursar and then with the Principal. 

For primary age children, the Principal conducts an interview with the child, accompanied by the
parents, and the Bursar.

Student intakes are mainly in Term 1 and with a smaller intake in Term 3 of each year. Generally,
places are offered at least a term before the child would be due to start.

Children must be toilet-trained before they can commence at Chrysalis Montessori School.

If parents wish to accept the offer of a place, they must complete the enrolment forms sent to them
and return them with the non-refundable enrolment fee. 

After a place has been accepted, an orientation morning for the child is conducted in the term before
the child’s commencement. This is to assist the child’s transition into the school by giving the child
the opportunity to meet the teacher and students of the class and to become familiar with the
classroom routine. Before commencement, an introduction welcome folder is given to new parents,
which includes the school handbook and other information relevant to the child’s commencement.

Start dates at the school are usually staggered so that each new child has a teacher to assist them
on their first day. The start date is communicated to parents in the letter of offer.

An introduction session will be organised by the class teacher for new parents before or shortly after
the child starts, to help familiarise them with school procedures and policies, the Montessori
equipment in the classroom, the staff and other members of the school community. 

Parents who decline an offer of enrolment will automatically be taken off the waitlist, unless approved
by the Bursar to stay on for a further year. 

Children’s House transitions to Junior Primary requires a $1000.00 deposit to secure a place in Junior
Primary. This fee will be credited against your child’s term fees in the year they transition. Deposits not
received may not guarantee a place for your child in our primary classes.

We are here to help. Please do not hesitate to ask for our assistance with regard to any of the above.
All forms can be emailed to admin@chrysalis.wa.edu.au

mailto:admin@chrysalis.wa.edu.au


Tuition fees  are set by the School Board and are subject to annual review. Fee increases
commence from Term 1 of each year.

APPLICATION FEE:   (non refundable)                $    110 per child

ENROLMENT FEE:  (non refundable)                 $ 2,000 per child
A non-refundable enrolment fee of $2,000 per child, is payable with the return of the letter of
Acceptance. A reduction applies for the second child being $1,700 and $ 500 for each subsequent
child.

SCHEDULE OF FEES 2026 - Term Fees 

Children’s House: Half day $ 3,170 per term / $12,680 per annum | Monday to Friday (8:45 am to
12:00 pm)
Sibling term fee discounts:
Second Child   15% Discount on fees $ 2,695 per term
Third Child      20% Discount on fees $ 2,536 per term
Fourth Child    30% Discount on fees $ 2,219 per term

Children’s House:  OPTIONAL Early Years Extended Program: Available to half day morning
students in Children’s House - Monday to Friday (12:00 pm to 2:45 pm). Half day morning children
have the option to attend the Early Years Extended Program on some or all days.  The Children’s
House fees cover this service.  A booking form is required in advance to participate in this
program.

Children’s House: Full Day  $ 3,170 per term / $12,680 per annum | Monday to Friday (8:45 am to
3:00 pm)
Sibling term fee discounts:
Second Child   15% Discount on fees   $ 2,695 per term
Third Child      20% Discount on fees    $ 2,536 per term
Fourth Child    30% Discount on fees   $ 2,219 per term 

Primary:     $ 2,795 per term / $11,180 per annum | Monday to Friday (8:45 am to 3:00 pm)
Sibling term fee discounts:
Second Child    15% Discount on fees       $ 2,376 per term
Third Child       20% Discount on fees        $ 2,236 per term
Fourth Child     30% Discount on fees       $ 1,957 per term

Upfront Annual Fee Discount
Families wishing to make payments for the full year in advance will be eligible for a 5% discount
on tuition fees. Fees must be paid upfront as a single instalment to be eligible.
     
Fundraising Levy Fee:  $25.00 per family per term

PAYMENT METHOD | School Bank Details: 

Name: Chrysalis Montessori School Inc  |  BSB: 016 141   |  Account Number: 8529 11859

EFTPOS - A 1.5% surcharge on credit cards transactions, Visa and MasterCard accepted and a .5%
surcharge on debit transactions. 

Playgroup: Infant & Toddler Community (Playgroup Tues to Thursday)
 Per 3hr Session: $19.00 including GST invoiced and payable by term

Playgroup Bank Details: BSB: 016 334     |   Account number: 100264839



School Hours & Drop-Off/Pick-Up 

Operating Hours
Monday - Friday, 8:45 AM - 3:00 PM

Morning Drop-Off
8:20 - 8:45 AM (Late arrivals require sign in)

Children’s House half day 
8:45am - 12:00pm 

Extended Care
 12:00pm - 2:45 pm  (for children attending half days)

Pick-Up for full day students
3:00pm



In November 1989 a group of parents who shared the Montessori philosophy decided to start a
new Montessori school. Chrysalis is an independent school registered with the WA Education
Department. 
 
1990: The school opened in February 1990 with just three teachers and 23 families. And was
located at a temporary site in North Perth.
 
1991: The school’s current site in Glendalough was purchased and enrolments began to steadily
increase. Commonwealth funding became available in the following year. 
 
1992 – 1995: Extra classes, an additional Children’s House and one Primary class, were added.
1994 saw enrolments of children exceed 100 for the first time. 
 
1997: A remodelling of the internal space made each classroom more physically accessible.
Space for a more functional administration area was created, as well as a new kitchen area and
a new library.
 
2000: The Mariposa classroom was added. There are now two Children’s Houses and four
primary classes.
 
2002: A more holistic playground was developed by Bernhard Kaiser. The involvement from the
parent body to fund and build the playground was a catalyst in strengthening the Chrysalis
community.
 
2004: Additional renovations. An undercover outdoor area was developed, additional teaching
facilities were created, the art room was upgraded, and the administration and staff spaces
were remodelled. Gumnut Montessori joined Chrysalis Montessori. 
 
2005: The school went through re registration with the Department of Education and was
registered for a further 5 years thus meeting Government regulation requirements.
 
2010: Through Government funding, a national Schools Pride grant of $75,000 allowed the school
to build an art structure/outdoor area, attached to the two Children’s Houses. Funding of
$850,000 from the Building Education Revolution for the 21st Century program allowed the school
to add an upper story at the front of the school for a new multipurpose built space for our library,
music lessons and band practice, yoga, dance, school meetings, community hire use and extra
curriculum activities. During 2010 the school went through re-registration and was awarded a
further 4 years, continuing to meet Government regulations requirements.
 
2011: The new upstairs multipurpose building at Chrysalis Montessori was officially opened.
 
2012: Chrysalis has had a number of renovations and upgrades to classrooms and
administration areas, such as installation of split system air conditioners, new school kitchen
cooking appliances, a PA system and new storage cupboards throughout the school.
 
2014: The school was awarded a further 4 years of registration. (School registration is
compulsory and includes government approval of the curriculum and all aspects of the school
governance.)

SCHOOL HISTORY and CONTEXT



2014: Chrysalis Montessori School registered as a child care facility, with After School Care now
available for eligible students.
 
2016 – 2018: The playground upgrade continues in stages. Added to the playground from 2016 is
the double swing set, three rollover bars and various running beams. The jungle gym, tower and
bridge crossing have been replaced and remodelled with additional stepping logs introduced
into this area.
 
2018: The school was awarded another five years of registration, which is the maximum given
by the Department of Education.
 
2018: The Before School Care program for eligible students is introduced.

2019: The original single Flying Fox in the playground was replaced with a dual Flying Fox. 
 
2019: An early years, Extended Day (optional) program is introduced for already enrolled and
attending half days in Children’s House.
 
2019: Chrysalis Biodiversity Art Project with artist and facilitator Anglea Rossen and students.
collaboratively created a large mural, which hangs in the school’s foyer.
 
2020: The school received a $12,000 grant from the locals School Community Fund. This grant
went towards stage 3 of our playground development, which included developing the area
outside the Children’s Houses by installing a custom-made wooden dinghy and bridge for the
younger children.
 
2021: We are currently working on a future project, a multi-use sports court in the playground
area. 
 
2021: Spitfires classroom (cycle 3) was refurbished. MacBook computers were purchased for
every student in the 2 upper primary classrooms. 
 
2022: Successfully re-opening the school garden in the loose play area. Redesign and
renovation of the toilet block area for primary students and staff. Implementation of
sustainability resources and successfully secured a WasteSorted Schools grant of $5000.
 
2023: Outdoor equipment and furniture in playground, study pods and seating for primary.
 
2024: Installation of View Sonic Flat Screen smart board in Primary & Library. Purchase of Apple
Mac Book Airs laptop for Primary. Purchase of various Montessori Resources.
 
2025: Construction of a new undercover shade structure in playground area. Triangles
classroom was refurbished with new storage cabinets. 



We warmly invite prospective families to attend one of our Open Mornings, held
throughout the year. 

These mornings offer a valuable opportunity to:
Tour the school grounds
Observe our Montessori classrooms in action
Meet our Principal and staff
Learn more about our philosophy and programs

Open Mornings run from 9:30am to 11:00am.

To ensure the best experience for all, we kindly ask that you attend without children if
possible. This helps minimise disruption in the classrooms and allows you to fully
engage with the morning’s activities and information.

We look forward to welcoming you and sharing what makes Chrysalis a truly special
place to learn and grow.

At Chrysalis, we believe children are naturally curious, creative, and motivated to
learn. The early years lay the foundation for everything that follows, so it’s essential
that children develop independence, confidence, and a love of learning from the
very beginning.

We provide a safe, engaging, and joyful environment where:
Children make choices and guide their own learning.
Learning is hands-on, practical, and connected to real-world experiences.
Teachers act as mentors and guides, supporting each child with respect and
encouragement.
Families are valued partners, invited to participate in school life and learning
experiences.

Our approach recognises that every child learns in their own way and at their own
pace, helping them grow as capable, confident, and independent learners. By
nurturing curiosity, creativity, and resilience, we aim to prepare children not just
academically, but socially and emotionally, for lifelong learning.

Open Days: Discover Chrysalis

Why Choose Chrysalis?



Our Ideal Year 6 Graduate
By the time students leave Chrysalis, we hope they will:

Be independent, self-directed learners who take initiative and
responsibility for their own growth.

Be creative thinkers and confident problem solvers.

Feel confident and at ease with themselves.

Have discovered personal passions and be actively engaged in pursuing
them.

Understand their own strengths, areas for growth, and learning styles.

Be able to work collaboratively and contribute effectively in a team.

Show respect for others, embrace differences, and consider multiple
perspectives.

Communicate confidently across a range of situations and mediums.

Contribute positively to their community and the wider world.

Have a solid foundation in academic knowledge, with the ability to apply
skills in real-life situations, particularly in literacy and numeracy.

Explore spiritual and ethical questions, forming their own sense of
meaning.

Maintain physical health and well-being, taking responsibility for their own
fitness and lifestyle.

Recognise and appreciate the part Chrysalis has played in shaping their
learning, values, and personal development.



Notes
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